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The impact of the parking lot on guests’ experiences is often underestimated. Minor issues, like oil 
spills, gum, and dirt in general, will diminish the positive image of your parish. Also, improper parking 
lot maintenance will increase the risk of potholes, cracks, and other issues that may result in a fall 
among guests. 
Regular parking lot maintenance can keep your parking facilities in the best condition by protecting 
your lot from damage and increasing its longevity. Proper upkeep can also reduce your parking lot 
maintenance costs as well as be safer for your personnel, parishioners, vendors, and guests. 
 
Asphalt Parking Lot 
Asphalt, which is used in 90% of all parking lots in the U.S., is susceptible to weathering and damage 
over time.  

1. Repair Cracks As Soon as Possible 
One of the first steps in parking lot maintenance is to repair cracks as soon as they appear. 
Failure to repair cracks can cause them to get wider over time. Cracks in asphalt pavement can 
also make it easy for moisture to seep through and create a lot of expensive damage to your 
parking lot. The safest option is to reach out to an asphalt patching and repair company to 
repair these cracks before they cause long-term damage. 

2. Sealcoat Every Few Years 
Invest in asphalt seal coating services every two to three years. It protects the pavement 
surface from UV radiation, excess moisture, and oil stains. Sealcoating your parking lot is also a 
great way to give it a brand-new appearance and dramatically increase the curb appeal of your 
parish. Always seal coating your parking lot every few years is a critical aspect of any 
maintenance plan. 

3. Fix Potholes as Soon as They Appear 
Potholes create a safety hazard for drivers while also making it difficult for people to walk 
across your parking lot. Take the time to repair them. Reach out to an asphalt paving company. 
These professionals can repair potholes, large or small, as fixing potholes as soon as possible is 
essential to following asphalt parking lot maintenance guidelines. 

4. Invest in New Parking Lot Striping 
Restriping your parking lot plays a key role in allowing everyone to safely navigate your parking 
lot while reducing the chance of an accident increase safety for your employees and 
customers. Asphalt parking lot maintenance guidelines often recommend you restripe your 
parking lot every 18 to 24 months. The amount of traffic and the climate will make a big 
impact on how often you need to restripe your parking lot. Choosing to restripe your parking 
lot is also an excellent way to boost the visual appeal of your parish without costing you a lot 
of money. 

 
 

 
 
Gravel Parking Lot 
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1. Perform Regular Raking 
One of the simplest yet most effective tools used in gravel driveway maintenance is a standard 
yard rake. Rain and wind can cause leaves, grass, sticks, and other debris to be blown into the 
driveway and become lodged between the gravel. 
When left unattended, this can make the driveway extremely unsightly, more difficult to walk 
and drive upon smoothly, and more challenging to address other issues in the future. 
Establish a regular raking regimen so you can get rid of debris and also ensure that the 
driveway is remaining level. 



2. Monitor and Improve Drainage 
If you notice that there’s a great deal of flooding or pooling in the low points of the gravel 
drive, or that an excessive amount of water is flowing across the gravel, correct it by filling in 
low patches with more gravel. 
The best thing to do is to make sure that the entire driveway has enough gravel that it is higher 
than the ground surrounding it. This will prevent water from running off the lawn and spilling 
onto the drive. 
Clear the edges of soil build-up that may create a kind of dam where water will pool and cause 
damage.  

3. Fix Potholes 
Proper gravel driveway maintenance does not involve taking stone aggregate from one area of 
the driveway to correct problems in another part. 
Potholes develop due to weak points, and by dragging stones from other parts of the driveway 
you’ll only be creating another weak spot. 
Instead, rake gravel out and away from the pothole so that you have plenty of room to 
introduce new aggregate into the low point. Be sure to compact the stone as you go. 

4. Keep Things Fresh 
It’s not uncommon for gravel to become displaced after being subject to regular traffic. 
To ensure remains at the proper depth levels, it’s a good idea to apply a fresh, thin layer of 
gravel to the surface of the drive each spring. 

5. Take Extra Care in Winter 
Gravel offers a lot of traction; most drivers can manage to safely drive across the surface. 
Adjust your plowing or shoveling methods to leave 1″ of snow and not be required to displace 
the actual gravel.  
 
 

 
 
Concrete Parking Lot 
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Concrete is one of the most durable construction products available and requires far less maintenance 
than asphalt. However, if you have a concrete commercial parking lot, there are a few ways to better 
preserve the material 

1. Annual Cleaning 
Oil, grease, and other petroleum-based substances can damage the surface of the concrete. 
While grime will not cause serious structural damage, these stains can worsen over time and 
become permanent. Cleaning your parking lot annually will ensure that your concrete looks 
beautiful, even as it ages. Clean concrete will last longer and create a better impression on 
your potential customers. 

2. Annual Joint Sealing 
Concrete expansion joints prevent the material from cracking as easily as asphalt. These joints 
allow the concrete to contract and expand with changing temperatures and stresses. Because 
of this, the concrete cracks in a controlled way without breaking down. These joints help 
eliminate the need for more serious maintenance. That said, the joints themselves must be 
regularly maintained. Left unsealed, water and dirt could penetrate the joints and damage the 
base of the concrete. To properly maintain your concrete parking lot, seal the expansion joints 
annually.  

3. Repairing Cracks 
As noted above, expansion joints prevent concrete surfaces from frequently severely cracking. 
However, over the years some cracking will occur. These cracks can allow water to penetrate 
the base of the concrete, causing serious damage; the cracks must be filled and sealed to avoid 
this damage. To preserve your concrete, perform this maintenance as needed — if and when 
the cracks occur. 
 



 

 
 
Other Driveway Maintenance Tips 
Weeds – Avoid problems related to weed growth by regularly spraying edges with weed killer. 
Edging – Help keep stones on the driveway and off of the grass by edging the perimeter. 
 
Install Proper Signage for ADA Compliance 
Installing proper signs for your parking lot is essential to staying in compliance with local laws and 
regulations in Texas. A parking lot will often need a variety of signs, such as handicap parking, fire 
lane, directional parking, speed limit, and pedestrian crossing signs. You may also want to invest in 
signs for customer or employee parking. Besides signs, you will also need to install ramps and sidewalks 
that remain in compliance with the ADA. Reaching out to a 
trusted local contractor that works with a wide range of 
parking lots is important to ensure you follow these 
detailed guidelines to avoid compliance issues. 

 
 
 

A regular maintenance plan is essential for extending the life of your parking lot as 
long as possible. 

 
 

 
 

Regular parking lot maintenance helps ensures personnel, parishioners, 
vendors, and guests are safe while on the premises. 


